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BY JACKIE PUGLISI
The Winchester Star

WINCHESTER — Aaron Riddle’s 
cartoons are zany, quirky and non-
sensical — and people love them. 

Whether it is a pig driving a go-
cart, a Superman father soaring 
through the sky with his infant son 
on his back or a hedgehog propos-
ing marriage, the Frederick Coun-
ty resident has created it all for his 
clients through his website www.
buyadrawing.com. 

Buy a Drawing lets customers 
describe exactly what they are 
looking for, and then Riddle cre-
ates a cartoon drawing based on 
the description. 

“Some are crazy, oddball de-
scriptions and I love that,” Riddle 
said. 

One customer requested a 
drawing of himself and his wife 
with their separate bowling teams. 
The cartoon showed the couple 
holding bowling balls alongside 
fictional characters from the TV 
show “Game of Thrones,” the 
“Star Wars” movies and other 
flicks. 

“It’s always something differ-
ent,” Riddle said. 

After receiving a customer’s de-
scription, Riddle will reach out to 
ask questions and request photos 
to make the cartoon as accurate 
as possible. 

From there, he starts drawing. 
He isn’t sure where his inspira-
tion comes from when he starts to 
draw. It simply pops into his head.

“It’s just there,” he said. “It just 
appears. [My customers] trust me 

to draw it however I see it in my 
mind.”

The cartoons are all drawn by 
hand. Riddle then scans the fin-
ished product to his computer and 
digitally adds color using Adobe 
Photoshop editing software. Ev-
eryone who requests a drawing 
receives the original artwork with 
an option to purchase digital color 
copies. 

Riddle describes his work as a 
mix of political cartoons — char-
acters with exaggerated features 
— and classic cartoons like Loo-
ney Tunes. 

Before launching Buy a Draw-
ing, Riddle spent time as a free-
lancer, creating logos and graphics 
for businesses. However, he didn’t 
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Artist Aaron Riddle works on a drawing of his daughters in the basement studio of his Frederick County 
home. Riddle’s cartoons can be found at www.buyadrawing.com. 

Man gets ‘good, humble’ 
feeling creating cartoons 

See Cartoons, Page B8



Winchester Star - 10/08/2016 Page : B08

Copyright © 2016 Winchester Star 10/08/2016
October 8, 2016 10:08 am (GMT +4:00) Powered by TECNAVIA

Copy Reduced to 77% from original to fit letter page 

THE WINCHESTER STARB8  SATURDAY, OCTOBER 8, 2016

THEMID ATLANTIC’S LARGEST BARGAIN SHOPPING EXTRAVAGANZA
Early Bird Hour: Saturday 8am to 9am

$12/advance; $15/door
A shopper’s dream with 50,000+ sq. ft. of antiques, furniture,

books, clothes, tools, sporting goods, household items,
designer wear, holiday items, toys, jewelry and more -

All Areas Under Cover. Courtesy bag check. Rain or shine.

PROCEEDS BENEFIT INOVA LOUDOUN HOSPITAL

703-771-2985 www.LadiesBoard.org @LadiesBoard

Morven Park Equestrian Center
41580 Sunday Morning Ln. • Leesburg,VA 20176

Morven Park Equestrian Center is located one mile north of Leesburg off Route 15.
Turn left onto Tutt Lane (Route 750) and go half mile to entrance on the left.

PLEASE NO STROLLERS OR PETS!
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get the satisfaction out of the work 
that he does as a cartoonist.

“It’s not a warm and fuzzy, do-
ing-it-for-the-greater-good feeling 
[when I design logos],” he said. 
“But when I can draw for a co-
worker or a friend, I get that good, 
humble feeling.”

Riddle receives a lot of posi-
tive feedback from his cartoons. 
Customers have also sent him pic-
tures of themselves holding their 
drawings. 

“I’m always humbled by their 
reactions,” he said. 

The 36-year-old’s love of draw-
ing started at a young age. Some 
of his first memories include sit-
ting on the floor at home drawing 
on a large pad of paper around the 
age of 3 or 4.  

As a child, Riddle spent his 
evenings drawing his favorite su-
perheroes, including Batman and 
Superman. He started out trac-
ing the characters and then drew 
them by hand as his skill im-
proved. 

He often drew for his friends. 
Growing up in the grunge era of 
the early 1990s, he remembers 
drawing his friends in ripped jeans 
getting into trouble. 

“Some of my friends still have 
my drawings,” he said. 

Starting in 1998, Riddle drew 
a  weekly  web comic  ca l led 
“AFORD: Out of the Shell” that ran 
for 10 years at www.afordturtle.com. The 
comic strip, which follows the story 
of Aford T. Turtle and his friends, 
also appeared in a few dozen news-
papers across the country. 

The Baltimore native moved 
to Frederick County with his wife, 
Christie, in 2005. He took a  full-time 
job as a graphic design and digital 
media specialist at Lord Fairfax 
Community College, where he still 
works today. After his daughters, 
Corinne and Caitlin, were born he 
decided to put cartooning on hold 
for a while. 

Starting in 2009, Riddle worked 
part time as a wedding photogra-
pher, but he found it took too much 
time away from his family. He re-
called one year photographing 40 
weddings.

As his children grew older, he 
thought about getting back into 
drawing. 

“Once I get something in my 
mind, I can’t let it go,” he said. 
“Sometimes it works too well.” 

Riddle got back into drawing 
about two years ago and started 
selling his creations on the web-
site Etsy. From there, he launched 
Buy a Drawing. Since launching 
the site, he has a lot more time at 
home with his family. 

On average, he draws about 
two to three car toons a week. 
Since he started selling his car-
toons online a couple years ago, 

he has created about 200 draw-
ings. 

In Riddle’s spare time, different 
characters will pop into his mind. 
Some of these cartoons are fea-
tured on greeting cards, which are 
also for sale on his website.

— Contact Jackie Puglisi  
at jpuglisi@winchesterstar.com 
Follow on Twitter @LifeWinStar
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Frederick County artist Aaron Riddle scans his pen-and-ink drawings 
into his computer and then uses Adobe PhotoShop to add the colors.  

Riddle works on a drawing of his daughters. Riddle is a graphic 
design and digital media specialist at Lord Fairfax Community 
College.

This is Riddle’s artwork for a customer who requested her husband 
be drawn dressed as Superman and carrying their new baby. Riddle 
scans the finished drawing to his computer and digitally adds color 
using Adobe Photoshop.

of fer online classes, they 
are working with her so she 
can finish her degree. 

“I’m slowly easing back 
into it,” she said. “I’m taking 
two classes right now. I’m 
impressed with how accom-
modating they’ve been.”

“I wanted to be an op-
tometrist since third grade,” 
Morse said. “When I got my 
first pair of glasses, I left the 
of fice and I could see the 
leaves on the trees. I said, if 
I can do that for people ev-
ery day, then I want to be an 
optometrist.” 

N a n c y  a n d  M o r s e 
are over whelmed by the 
amount of support shown 
by fr iends,  fami ly  and 
s t r a n g e r s .  N a n c y  a n d 
Morse’s father, Scott, and 
brother, James, stayed in 
a hotel room while Morse 
was at UVA Hospital. 

“We never saw a hotel 
bill,” Nancy said. “I’m not 
sure where the payment 
came from. People did un-
believable things for us. It 
was an unbelievable out-
pouring of love.” 

Food was delivered to 
the Morse’s home by family 
and friends. Someone also 
paid the family’s electric 
bill for one month. Morse 
received more than 600 
cards, letters and electron-
ic cards from professors, 
classmates, family and peo-
ple who had never met her 
before but knew her story. 
She also received many vis-
its while in the hospital and 
in rehabilitation.  

Morse still talks to the 
patients and doctors she 
has met through her jour-
ney. She keeps a blog de-
tailing her progress at www.
kellymorsesjourney1.blogspot.com. 
It is also a coping mecha-
nism. People she has never 

met have reached out to her 
through the blog to share 
stories similar to her own. 

Canterbur y was also 
ver y suppor tive. Morse 
went on a ventilator on the 
couple’s three-year anniver-
sar y. He slept in the ICU 
when Morse was at UVA 
Hospital. 

Now, her boyfriend takes 
her out as much as he can 
to events like concerts and 
the fair to help keep her life 
as normal as possible. 

“Kelly has always been 
pretty positive,” Nancy said. 
“[When this started], she 

couldn’t talk, but she didn’t 
lose her smile.” 

To continue her reha-

bilitation ef forts at home, 
Morse needs equipment not 
covered by her insurance 
company. An electrical stim-
ulation bike uses electrodes 
that are placed on different 
muscle groups for stimula-
tion. The bike can be used to 
fire muscles in the right or-
der to simulate walking. The 
machine will help Morse to 
strengthen her legs and pre-
pare them for walking. It usu-
ally costs around $24,000.

A standing frame, with 
a cost of $6,000, is meant to 
prevent bone loss. Morse will 
be able to use it to stand in 
and re-train her muscles to 
be in an upright position. It 
also helps with weight bear-
ing. 

To help pay for the equip-
ment, Canterbury and his 
family are planning a fun run 
for Morse. A 5K fundraiser 
named Kel’s Fun Run will 

be held from 9 to 11 a.m. on 
Oct. 15 at the Clarke Coun-
ty Parks and Recreation trail. 
Registration is $30 per per-
son and includes a T-shirt. 
To register, visit www.runsignup.
com/Race/VA/Berryville/KelsFun-
Run. Prizes for the 5K include 
$75 for first place, a $50 gift 
card for second and a $25 gift 
card for third place.    

A Christmas Bizarre is 

also slated for 9 to 3 p.m. 
on Nov. 12 at White House 
Event Center at 550 Fair-
mont Ave. One hundred 
percent of the proceeds 
from both events will go to-
ward Morse’s equipment. 

— Contact Jackie Puglisi at  
jpuglisi@winchesterstar.com 

Follow on Twitter @LifeWinStar
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Kelly Morse was struck with a sudden illness that left 
her paralyzed. She keeps a blog throughout her recovery 
journey called www.kellymorsesjourney1.blogspot.com.


